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Abstract: 
 
Pfizer is committed to improving access to medicines and vaccines and has demonstrated 
success in doing so through a combination of philanthropic and commercially sustainable, 
socially responsible approaches. These programs, examples of which are described in this 
submission to the UN High Level Panel, are often conducted in partnership with 
governments, non-governmental organizations, and civil society, and can serve as robust 
modalities if endorsed and amplified to meet the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Our 
access programs operate successfully under the current intellectual property paradigm, and 
we believe that any attempt to weaken IP is counterproductive to creating sustainable 
access to medicines, vaccines and other health technologies today and in the future. By 
discovering, developing, and delivering new medicines and vaccines, we advance human 
rights by improving the health of people around the world. We sincerely hope the HLP 
recommendation facilitates the scaling of such successes, which we believe would have the 
greatest impact on broadening access. 
 
Contribution 
 
Dear Members of the UN High Level Panel, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit Pfizer’s contribution towards addressing the issues 
being explored by the UN High Level Panel on Access to Medicines.  
 
Pfizer fully endorses the three evidence-based contributions and multiple access 
frameworks proposed to the HLP in the joint submission by four of the leading 
biopharmaceutical industry associations – IFPMA, PhRMA, EFPIA and JPMA. We hope the 
HLP seriously considers the ideas and proposed mechanisms included in those materials, as 
well as the strong evidence they contain which demonstrates the commitment the industry 
has made in enhancing access to medicines and vaccines.  We also hope that the HLP takes 
the positive path of considering the myriad projects that have produced a solid increase in 
access to medicines and look at how we can improve and give them greater impact. Undue 
attention to the starting assumption of “misalignment of rights” and “policy incoherence” 
could cause the HLP to miss a valuable opportunity to build on proven successes.  
 
We believe that all individuals deserve access to quality healthcare and the opportunity to 
lead healthy lives. We are committed to developing a vital innovative core of new medicines 



 

and vaccines, while at the same time facilitating timely access to our existing therapies.  We 
combine traditional philanthropic methods with novel approaches that create an enduring 
and meaningful impact on public health systems to facilitate access to healthcare for 
underserved communities around the world.  
 
This includes working in partnership with multilateral aid organizations, non-governmental 
organizations, government agencies and other global health stakeholders to address the 
complex challenges around improving health for the underserved. We have therefore taken 
a leadership position in embracing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). We see our 
purpose of improving people’s lives through scientific innovation to be aligned with such 
goals for a better future, and believe that companies have a key role to play in supporting 
and advancing the SDGs.  
 
Pfizer and other companies are exploring innovative and sustainable commercial 
approaches to addressing the new development goals, including new models of public-
private and cross-industry partnerships, as well as other forms of multi-stakeholder 
collaboration. Goal #17 explicitly calls on stakeholders to advance the goals through such 
partnerships. 
 
Pfizer is committed to taking a holistic approach to enhancing access. In seeking to improve 
health around the world, we strive to make the best use of Pfizer’s resources—our people, 
products and funding—to help build health care capacity and expand access to medicines. 
Our multiple approaches to social investments apply novel, well-researched and sustainable 
approaches to meet the health needs of the underserved while investing in the health of our 
communities and of our business.  
 
Where health care infrastructure is weak or non-existent, so is access to medicines. We 
continue to explore and implement models and approaches to build capacity, including 
programs that tie together sustainable approaches with social good. Seeking holistic 
approaches, we work closely with governments, non-governmental organizations, health 
service providers, social enterprises and other stakeholders to address the complex 
challenges around improving health for the underserved, tailored to the diverse needs of 
patients in different geographies and different income levels. 
 
Human Rights 
High among our stated corporate values is Respect for People, and in that spirit, Pfizer 
strives to uphold human rights in all of our business activities. Through our products and 
services we advance human rights by improving the health of people around the world. 
 
Although governments have the primary duty to protect these rights, companies share a 
responsibility to act in ways that support them. Building on the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the U.N. Guiding Principles for Business and Human Rights outlines how 
governments, companies, and other actors can meet their responsibilities to protect these 
rights. Companies have opportunities to advance human rights through their products and 
services and through their contributions to economic development and philanthropy. Pfizer 
is committed to these principles in its operations and has made significant progress working 
with partners and stakeholders to advance and protect these rights. 
 



 

 
 
Examples of Pfizer’s Contributions to Enhance Access 
Below we highlight some of the ways in which Pfizer is taking practical steps to help people 
achieve improved access to medicines. We believe that building upon and enhancing the 
successful aspects of these programs can bring us closer to our common goals. 
 
Vaccines 
Discovery, development and delivery of innovative vaccines is one way that Pfizer is 
improving lives and mitigating the risks of mortality and morbidity for newborns and 
individuals of all ages. For every $1 the U.S. spends on childhood vaccinations, we save 
$10.20 in disease treatment costs. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention cited 
vaccination as one of the top 10 greatest public health achievements of the past decade. In 
low- and middle-income countries, vaccines are estimated to provide an average sixteen-
fold return on investment when considering only health-related costs and benefits, with 
much higher returns when broader economic effects are included.  The health impact of 
innovative vaccines is also clear, with more evidence building daily. Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance, is predicting that pneumococcal conjugate vaccines, such as those Pfizer supplies, 
could potentially avert more than 500,000 future deaths by 2015 and up to 1.5 million 
deaths by 2020.   
 
Pfizer has committed to supply up to 740 million doses of our Prevenar13 through 2025 to 
Gavi through its Advanced Market Commitment. Gavi provides vaccines to the world's 
poorest countries on an accelerated, affordable and sustainable basis. Pfizer’s Prevenar13 is 
available in more than 40 Gavi-eligible countries, with additional launches planned. We are 
committed to helping meet the AMC’s primary goal of reducing morbidity and mortality 
from pneumococcal disease and, specifically, to prevent an estimated seven million 
childhood deaths by 2030. 
 
Family Planning 
Addressing the specific family planning needs of women in the developing world is a key 
priority for Pfizer. Through tremendous efforts and ongoing key collaborations, we have 
made great progress in bringing our injectable contraceptive, Sayana® Press 
(medroxyprogesterone acetate), to thousands of women living in the developing world.  
 
In late 2014, Pfizer entered into a collaboration with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 
and the Children’s Investment Fund Foundation to help broaden access to Sayana Press for 
women most in need in 69 of the world’s poorest countries. The agreement is supported by 
a consortium of private sector donors and aid organizations, which include PATH, United 
Kingdom’s Department for International Development, the United Nations Population Fund 
and the U.S. Agency for International Development. Through this collaboration, Sayana 
Press is being sold for US$1 per dose to qualified purchasers in selected countries, who help 
enable the poorest women in these countries to have access to the contraceptive at 
reduced or no cost. 
 
Neglected Tropical Diseases 
Marking exceptional progress to help alleviate the suffering from blinding trachoma, the 
International Trachoma Initiative (ITI) and its global partners, Pfizer and the International 



 

Coalition for Trachoma Control, celebrated Pfizer’s donation of the 500 millionth dose of 
azithromycin, an antibiotic used to treat blinding trachoma. The milestone marks significant 
achievement in global efforts to help eliminate this infectious and preventable eye disease 
as a public health threat by the year 2020. 
 
Pfizer provides, free of charge to government and non-governmental organizations in 
developing countries fluconazole for the treatment of two fungal opportunistic infections 
associated with HIV and AIDS — cryptococcal meningitis and esophageal candidiasis.  Since 
the launch of the program in 2000, Pfizer has donated over $1.8 billion in medicine to more 
than 6,700 sites in 63 countries in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean and Latin America. Fifteen 
years into the program, Pfizer has clearly demonstrated its commitment to addressing 
public health issues in the developing world by helping improve the quality of life of people 
living with HIV and AIDS. 
 
Non-Communicable Diseases 
Given the rising prevalence of NCDs in low and middle income countries, we are supporting 
innovative approaches to enhancing capacity to prevent and manage chronic diseases – the 
leading cause of death and disability worldwide. Proven, cost-effective interventions to 
prevent and control NCDs exist; however, sufficient infrastructure is needed to ensure they 
reach the individuals, families and communities in need. For under-resourced communities, 
our efforts range from innovative pilot programs through the Pfizer Foundation to working 
with non-governmental organizations such as HelpAge International and International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies.  
 
Access Assistance for Pfizer Medicines in the US 
As the HLP has acknowledged, barriers to accessing medicines occurs worldwide, including 
in developed countries like the US. Pfizer Rx Pathways, our US patient assistance program, 
helps eligible patients in the U.S., Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands get access to their 
Pfizer medicines by offering a range of support services, including insurance counseling, co-
pay help, providing Pfizer medicines for free or at a savings, and more.  
 
In 2015, in response to the ongoing challenges patients face in paying out-of-pocket costs 
for their prescription medicines, Pfizer doubled the income eligibility level. More than 40 
brands are offered for free through the program to eligible patients earning up to four times 
the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) adjusted for family size ($47,080 for a single person; $97,000 
for a family of four). While patient assistance is not a permanent solution, we hope that this 
will help bridge the gap for patients in need. 
 
In the last five years (2011-2015), Pfizer has helped more than 2 million patients receive 
over 25 million Pfizer prescriptions for free or at a savings.  
 
Health Care Delivery and System Strengthening 
Pfizer and the Pfizer Foundation are improving healthcare delivery by supporting social 
enterprises and organizations seeking to develop innovative and sustainable approaches to 
healthcare products and services 
 
In 2013, the Pfizer Foundation established a Health Delivery and Social Innovation portfolio 
to help catalyze and scale potential high-impact innovations that aim to improve health for 



 

underserved populations. Along with key partners, the Pfizer Foundation invests in 
numerous organizations that are focused on advancing social innovation and opening 
opportunities within communities at the local level. 
Some of our recent funding has supported:  

 The StartHealth Investment Program, an initiative by Unitus Seed Fund, in partnership 
with Pfizer Inc and the Pfizer Foundation, Narayana Health, Municipal hospitals, and 
PATH, is targeted towards identifying, mentoring, and investing in early stage healthcare 
technology startups. Within the purview of this program, the technology innovations 
supported include a mobile cardiac services platform offering on-demand opinions of 
multiple cardiologists for ECGs and a portable radiation-free noninvasive breast cancer 
screening device for use in low-resource settings. 

 Global Health Investment Fund, which is investing in the development of drugs, 
vaccines, diagnostics and other interventions against diseases that disproportionately 
burden low-income countries. An example includes a rapid low-cost point of care 
tuberculosis diagnostic device with high sensitivity for diagnosis of infectious diseases. 

 PharmAccess Foundation to bring a potentially transformative mobile health savings 
and payment platform to underserved communities in Kenya, primarily women and 
children, making quality healthcare more accessible and affordable. 

 
Capacity Building through Skills-based Volunteering 
In 2003, Pfizer Corporate Responsibility launched Global Health Fellows (GHF) to create 
opportunities for Pfizer colleagues to use their expertise to help strengthen access to 
healthcare in underserved communities around the world, in partnership with large, global 
international development organizations. Projects have included developing disease 
prevention programs, strengthening maternal and child health service delivery, and 
analyzing effectiveness of health education campaigns. 
 
In 2010, Pfizer launched Global Health Teams (GHT) to expand and diversify skill-based 
volunteer opportunities beyond individual Global Health Fellowships. The GHT program 
offers a short-term, team-based volunteer option. Recently, Pfizer Senior Executives 
participated in a GHT project as part of a larger leadership development program. The 
project brought company leaders into the field to enhance their understanding of, and 
engagement with, Pfizer’s commitment to improving healthcare services for underserved 
communities around the world. GHT projects are designed to assist nonprofit partners in 
addressing challenges in their operations or programming.  
 
To date, 340 Pfizer colleagues have contributed approximately 340,000 hours of pro bono 
service across 44 countries through the Global Health Fellows Program.   
 
Flexible Pricing 
Pfizer supports creative commercial strategies that are designed to offer flexible pricing 
structures across the world. Pricing varies across countries based on patient needs, 
economies and each country’s individual pricing and reimbursement policies.  We work with 
governments to support tailored pricing strategies to ensure the broadest access to 
medicines and vaccines. 
 
We regularly report our activities through global surveys and our integrated annual and 
corporate responsibility report. To date, we have 51 active patient access programs relating 



 

to 55 different products in 27 countries that have a GDP per capita less than Portugal. These 
access programs involve prices that are tailored to different patient segments for at least 
one product, allowing access for more patients.  
 
Intellectual Property 
Intellectual property (IP) is a critical and proven enabler and facilitator of both long-term 
and short-term access to medicine. The role of IP as an incentive for innovation and 
investment in innovation is well documented and well-known. Substantial evidence is 
included in the joint industry association contributions, and we refer you to those rather 
than repeating the information. 
 
Nearly every important medicine in the past 150 years owes its existence to the R&D 
activities of the biopharmaceutical industry; and IP enabled the investment in R&D for 
nearly every one of those medicines.  IP also acts as an important incentive for innovators to 
adjust and optimize their medicines for local populations, and/or to invent new 
formulations or new products tailored to local medical needs, new ways of using medicines 
to meet local clinical needs, improving access through innovation. We need a thriving 
innovative pharmaceutical industry so that we can discover, develop and bring to market 
medicines for those who need them most.   
 
Across the world, Pfizer calls for an environment that fosters innovation and an intellectual 
property rights regime that encourages creative endeavors. Pfizer aims to be a catalyst for 
the development of ecosystems that allow innovators to bring their health care solutions to 
life for the benefit of patients. To that end, Pfizer partnered with the Foundation for 
Innovation and Technology Transfer (FITT) at the Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi (IIT-
Delhi) to create the Pfizer-IIT Delhi Innovation and Intellectual Property (IP) Program, a 
collaborative incubation accelerator initiative. 
 
To help address the gap in early stage neglected tropical disease (NTD) research, Pfizer was 
a founding member in 2011 of the WIPO Re:Search platform dedicated to developing new 
solutions, including medicines, vaccines and diagnostics, for neglected tropical diseases, as 
well as malaria and tuberculosis. Pfizer continues to play a leading role and is involved in 
several agreements where we are making specific contributions to advance external 
research programs targeting tuberculosis, acute diarrhea, liver stage malaria, cerebral 
malaria, leishmaniasis, lymphatic filariasis and fascioliasis. 
 
Conclusion 
As the members of the HLP seek to develop recommendations for the Secretary General, we 
hope you recognize Pfizer’s and the pharmaceutical industry’s ongoing contributions and 
commitment to patients, and take into serious consideration the important role that 
innovation and IP play in facilitating access today and for future generations. We would like 
to underscore the position made in the submission by the joint biopharmaceutical industry 
associations that while we share the HLP’s goal of improving access to medicine, any 
approach to increase access by weakening IP is counterproductive to creating sustainable 
access to medicines and other health technologies today and in the future. We sincerely 
request that the HLP look to past successes in broadening access to medicines and make 

recommendations to build on those successes.  


